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cheerful the night before. We had just seen poor d?Albuquerque killed; we had close beside us La Bourdonnaye horribly wounded, and groaning so as to break our hearts; and we were, besides, agitated with sad presentiments with regard to the result of the battle, of which we had seen only the first part. Moreover, we were on our legs all night, seeing Marshal Lannes5 corps across the Danube, followed by the imperial guard. Meanwhile, the river was rising visibly ; great trees, borne down by the flood, kept striking the bridges of boats, more than once breaking them. They were, however, promptly repaired, and, |n spite of accidents, the troops which I have mentioned crossed the river, and were assembled on the battle-field by the time that the dawn of May 22 appeared, and the roar of cannon announced that the fight was being renewed.
Having at his disposal twice as many troops as on the previous day, the Emperor took steps to attack. Marshal Mass6na and three of his infantry divisions remained in Aspern; the fourth, that of General Boudet, was left at Essling, under the command of Marshal Lannes, whose corps occupied the space between the two villages, having as its second line Begsi&res' cavalry, still under the orders of Lannes. The imperial guard formed the reserve. The Emperor's reprimand to Marshal Bessi&res had been so severe that,as soon as he saw Lannes, he came to ask him how he wished his troops to be placed. The marshal, wishing to establish his authority, replied, ' As you await my orders, sir, I order you to place them at such a point.7 The expression was harsh, but one must remember how Bessi&res ..j had behaved to Lannes in the days of the Consulate. He appeared hurt, but obeyed in silence.
The Archduke, who might, by a vigorous attack, Jiave pierced our weak line between Essling and Aspern the;day before, renewed his efforts against those villages. But, a$ we had then resisted his whole army, with only Mass^na's corps ^and part of our cavalry, we were all the more able to do so now that we had been joined by the imperial guard, Marshal Lannes3 corps, and a division of cuirassiers. The Austriansarshal Bessi&res, whom he received sternly; then they went some distance away, and walked rapidly, the Emperor appearing to be reprimanding him severely. Marshal Bessi&res looked confused, and must have felt still more so when the Emperor sat down to dinner without inviting him, while he made Marshal Lannes take a seat at his right hand. My and I were as sad this evening as we had beenve Bessidres, and the antipathy
